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Sri Venkateswara Oriental [nstitute presents its collection of 
Mss. in Sanskrit, Telugu and ‘Tamil to the Oriental scholars for the 
first time. ‘The collection is unique and important in many respects. 
Sri Venkateswara Oriental Institute was founded by the Board of 
Trustees of Tirumala-Tirupati Devasthanam in June, 1939. The object 
of the Management in establishing the Oriental Institute and the 
library was to collect rare and valuable Mss. of ancient works from 
all parts of the State, to conserve them and to edit and publish such 
of them as would be of interest to Oriental scholars. 


The library aims at and takes all possible care for the safe conser- 
vation of valuable Mss. in the library. Fresh Mss. are being added year 
after year. ‘The total number of Mss. stands, at present, at 10672. Of these 
8952 are relating to Sanskrit works; 539 deals with Telugu works, and 
1151 are works relating to Tamil literature. In the Sanskrit section, 
the collection as it stands, is fairly representative of the various bran- 
ches of Sanskrit literature. The Mss. are either of palm-leaf or of 
paper. The palm-leaf Mss. are written chiefly in South Indian scripts, 
chiefly in Grantha, Telugu, Malayalam, Tamil; Nundi Nagari and 
Kannada used in a few Manuscripts. Most of the paper Mss. are in 
Devanagari scripts and a few written in Grantha and Telugu scripts. 
The oldest of the Manuscripts in the library may belong to the 
15th or 16th century A. D. 


The catalogue has been divided into three parts. The first part 
dealing with Sanskrit works, the second with Telugu and the third 
with Tamil. The Mss. are classified under the following heads. 


1. Advaita Vedanta 17. Dharma-s4stra 

2 Artha-sdstra 18. N&taka 

3. Alankara 19. Najyam 

4, Agama 20. Niti 

5. Ayurveda, Vaidya 21. Nyaya-édstra 

6. ltihadsa 22. Pafica-rétra (Agama) 
7, Kaina-Sastra 23. Purana 

8. Kavya 24. Prayoga(Kalpa) 

9, Koga, Nighantu 25 Mantra and Mantra-Kalpa 
10. Ganita 26. Mahatmya 

ll. Grhya 27. Mim&amsa 

12. Chandas 28. Yoga 

13. Jyotisa 29. Visist&advaita 

14. Tantra 30. Veda 

15. Dvaita 3!. Vedanta 


16. Dhanur-veda 32. Vaikhanasa (Agama) 


33. Vaidika 39. Saiva (Agama: 


34. Vaisesika 40. Srauta 

35. Vyakarana 41. Sangita 

36. Vrata 42. Sampradaya 
37. Sakta (‘Tantra) 43. Samkhya 
38. Silpa 44. Stotra 


45. Miscellaneous 


The Ms. is listed in the order of Devanagari alphabets and each 
entry runs into 9 columns. The following is the plan adopted in the 
description of each Ms. and of the nine columns in which the pages of 
the catalogue are divided. 


In the first column the serial No. of the Ms. is given. 


In the second column and in the third column, the name of the 
work in Devanagari characters (in the case of Sanskrit works), ‘Telugu 
characters in case of Telugu works, Tamil characters in case of Tamil 
works) with its transliteration in English are given. Here constant 
repetitions have been avoided by means of ‘ Do’ 


The commentaries, if endowed with a special name, have been 
mentioned. 


In the fourth column, author’s name is given wherever it is as- 
certainable. 


The fifth column has been reserved for the subject under which 
the work is classified. The character or script in which the Ms. is 
written is noted in the sixth column. 


The 7th column gives the extent of the Ms., Viz. whether com- 
plete or incomplete. The eighth column gives the stock No. of the Mss. 
as they appear in the library stock Register. When one stock No. 
contains more than one work or works, the different works are marked 
with the letters of the alphabet, (a), (b), (c) etc. 


In the remarks column, the name of important Mss. libraries in 
South India where the Ms. is available are noticed by abbreviations. 
Only those South Indian Mss. libraries are noticed for which printed 
catalogues are available. The arrow mark against an entry indicates 
that the work has not been noticed in Aufrecht’s Catalogus Catalo- 
gorum. If there isan asteric mark « against the work and if there is 
no entry of a library after it, it shows that the work is found only 


in S. V. O. I. library and not available in any other library in South 
India. 


In compiling this catalegue, Index caras were prepared with the 
Accession No. and brief description and classification under different 
subjects. These Index-cards cannot be considered entirely satisfactory 


when viewed from the exacting standard of a cataloguer, since they 


iii 

are not always free from defects either in description or in classifica- 
tion. Since this alphabetical list is mainly based on the card index, it 
should not be taken by scholars as perfect, but only as providing a 
workable guide to the contents of this Mss. Library. Further, the pre- 
sent work is designed more as a hand-list than a catalogue. It is this 
limitation of the scope of the work which explains the omission of biblio- 
graphic data which might be expected of a catalogue, as also the lack 
of such devices of obvious usefulness to scholars as the indices of Titles 
and Authors. We have aimed to make it a useful aid to scholars enga- 
ged in Oriental Research work and study by furnishing, though not a 
detail information, but a serviceable account regarding each Ms. com- 
patible with keeping it within reasonable limits, so that those who 
glance at them, might easily know the general nature and scope of 
each work. With all its meagreness, this Alphabetical Catalogue will 
prove of'some use to scholars. 


We regret that misprints have occurred from page 297 to 300 
where the serial Nos., from 8600 to 8:03 have been repeated and must 
be corrected to as 8700 —- 8803. 


Besides Mss. which open up vast vistas of Research in Agamas 
(in Vaikhdnasa, Pafica-ratra and Saiva), Visistadvaita, Sangita and 
Sampradaya, there are works relating to Asva-Sastra, Gajasastra, 
Dhanurveda and various systems of secterian Hinduism. 


The catalogue was planned by Sri P. V. Ramanuja Swami, M.A. 
Ex-Director of the Institute and it was compiled under his able direction 
and supervision. It is appropriate to add that the Sanskrit section of 
the Mss. was compiled by Sri. K. Satagopachari. Siromani, the Telugu 
by Sri A. V. Srinivasachari, Telugu vidwan, and the Tamil by T. A. 
Krishnamachari, Siromani and Tamil vidwan We have to thank 
above-mentioned young and energetic Pandits for having prepared the 
Index-cards and the Alphabetical lists with reasonable care and expe- 
dition. 


We do not find words adequately to express our sincere gratitude 
to Sri Anna Rao, B.A., Executive Officer, T. 'T. Devasthanams who has 
never failed in the midst of his many onerous duties to take keen inte- 
rest in the progress of the work; the Executive Officer's constant 
encouragement was always a very strong factor in the progress made 
in the matter of publishing this Mss. catalogue. 


We also thank Sri S. V. Bhaskar, library Sanskrit Pandit, for 
seeing this volume through the press. 


It is contemplated to bring out a companion volume to this 
catalogue, containing Index of Authors and Titles and a Subject 
Index. 


Ww 


[t would not, we think, be regarded out of place. if we give 
some idea regarding the section of printed books of this library. This 
section serves as an up-to-date library of reference beoks for scholars 
and students engaged in the study of Orienta! subjects bearing on 
Indology, History, Philosophy and Religion, Comparative Philology, 
Epigraphy, Archeology etc. in original research. It contains about 
21700 printed books in Sanskrit, Telugu, Tamil, English, Kannada, 
French, Pali, Chineese-Tripitaka, besides Journals and printed Mss. 
catalogues of almost all Mss. libraries. 


Any suggestion for the improvements of the other parts will be 
gratefully received. With these short remarks, this part of the catalogue 
is now placed before the scholarly world. 


N. SUBRAMANIA SASTRI, M.A. 
Curator..- 


Institute Library, Tirupati 


Sri Venkateswara Tirupati 
March, 1956. 
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS. 
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A —  Advar Library 
M. — Madras Govt. Oriental Mss. Library. 


My. -- Mysore Oriental Library. 


Tj. — ‘Tanjore Saraswati Mahal Library. 
Te. -- ‘Trivandrum Curator’s Office Library. 
Tp. -- Trivandrum Palace Library. 

Tu. Travancore University Library. 

A. Vedanta Aiaia Vedanta. 

D. Vedanta —- Dvaita a 


V. Vedanta — Visistadvaita Vedanta. 
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